Campa Bay Cimes 


FLORIDA'S BEST NEWSPAPER 


* & & *& SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017 | $2 


T tampabay.com 


Tax bill may aid Scientology 


The House version would allow churches to endorse politicians and keep their tax-exempt status. 


BY TRACEY MCMANUS 
Times Staff Writer 
CLEARWATER — It was 
the evangelical Christian right 
that cheered President Donald 
Trump’s early promise to revoke 
the law that forbids churches, 
with their tax-exempt status, 
from endorsing political candi- 
dates. 
Now that Republican law- 


makers have tucked a provision 
softening the Johnson Amend- 
ment into the House tax reform 
bill, the impact could be broader 
than the Trump supporters envi- 
sioned, giving aid to the Church 
of Scientology, with its history of 
seeking legitimacy through prox- 
imity to politicians. 

While the House version of the 
tax overhaul includes wording 


allowing religious leaders and 
nonprofits to back candidates 
without losing their tax-exempt 
status, the Senate version doesn’t 
mention it. Both chambers now 
have to reconcile the versions so 
a final bill can go for a vote. 

If the change makes the cut, 
the Church of Scientology could 
use it to find political allies 
against the intense, ongoing 


scrutiny blanketing the organi- 
zation. The church is facing calls 
for the IRS to investigate allega- 
tions it exploits members finan- 
cially to enrich its leader David 
Miscavige, petitions for the FBI 
to re-investigate allegations of 
human trafficking, and the viral 
success of the Leah Remini: Sci- 
entology and the Aftermath 
series, which has detailed alleged 


abuses and fraud to millions of 
viewers. 

“They will not use this so 
much to forward a social agenda, 
they will spend money to buy 
influence to protect themselves 
from ‘attacks; which by their def- 
inition, is anything that exposes 
their abuses,” said Mike Rinder, 
who spent 25 years as a senior 
Scientology executive before 


defecting in 2007 and is now a 
consulting producer on the Rem- 
ini series. 

Scientology’s local spokesman, 
Ben Shaw, and its international 
spokeswoman, Karin Pouw, did 
not respond to calls and emails 
requesting comment. 

In Clearwater, home of its 
international spiritual headquar- 
» See SCIENTOLOGY, 4A 


A new look at 
old convictions 


Flawed forensic science brings a wave of 
appeals, including a Pinellas murder case. 


BY LAURA C. MOREL 
Times Staff Writer 

On the morning of Oct. 8, 
1988, Lloyd Martz’s ex-wife 
found him slumped in the 
corner of his bedroom. The 
49-year-old car leasing agent 
had been 
stabbed and 
beaten with 
a fire poker. 

During 
his autopsy, 
a medical 
examiner 
noticed bite 
marks on 
his shoul- 
ders. Inside 
his Mer- 
cedes con- 
vertible, 
investigators found strands of 
brown hair. 

Forensic experts concluded 
that the hairs and the bite 
marks belonged to Michael 


Michael 
Annen, now 
51, was 
sentenced to 
life in prison. 


Annen, a 24-year-old Publix 
clerk. Martz had picked him 
up the night before his mur- 
der, when Annen was hitch- 
hiking. 

Prosecutors made Annen 
a deal: Plead guilty and avoid 
the death penalty. In Septem- 
ber 1990, Annen accepted the 
offer and was sentenced to life 
in prison. After his hearing, 
he confessed to the murder, 
police records state. 

But in February, Annen, 
now 51, will be back in court 
alongside Pinellas-Pasco Pub- 
lic Defender Bob Dillinger 
and the Innocence Project 
of Florida. They will explain 
that Annen was convicted on 
flawed science. 

The caseis the latest in a wave 
of nationwide appeals ques- 
tioning the validity of forensic 
evidence long relied on by the 
criminal justice system. 

» See FORENSICS, 15A 


Francisco Piedra hugs medical 


Human touch 
from 3D printers 


The gift of hands gives a man hope to 
regain his life with affordable prostheses. 


BY MELISSA GOMEZ 
Times Staff Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG — Fran- 
cisco Piedra fixed his eyes on 
the man sitting beside him. 
His name was Richard Brown, 
and in his hands he held Pie- 
dra’s new ones. 

The prosthetics were black 
and plastic. Each one took 
about 20 hours to build from a 
3D printer. 

Piedra wouldn’t be able to 
put them near hot water or 
even hold a hot cup of coffee, 


SCOTT KEELER | Times 
intern Danielle Ayala after 
he received prosthetic hands made from 3D printers. 


Brown explained. They could 
melt. 

But by flexing his wrist, he 
could grasp and hold objects. 
After strapping one 3D- 
printed hand onto Piedra’s 
wrist, it was Brown’s turn 
to watch as the 61-year-old 
patient gave it a try. 

“Wow,” Piedra said quietly. 
The fingers curled into a fist 
and he smiled. “That’s going 
to be a lot better than what I 
have now.” 


» See HANDS, 4A 


STING 


WITH THE FLORIDA ORCHESTRA 


t 


GABRIELLA ANGOTTI-JONES | Times 


Sting, front, and Michael Francis, music director of the Florida Orchestra, perform during the Florida 
Orchestra’s 50th anniversary gala celebration Saturday at the Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg. 


CELEBRATING 
WITH A STAR 


BY ANDREW MEACHAM 


Times Performing Arts Critic 


ST. PETERSBURG — The Florida Orchestra celebrated 
its 50th anniversary season by staging a rock concert Sat- 
urday night. More than 2,000 fans packed the Mahaffey 
Theater to hear Sting perform hits spanning five decades. 

“In our 50 years, it doesn’t get any bigger than this,” 
orchestra spokeswoman Kelly Smith said of the fund- 


raising gala. 


Accompanied by the orchestra and his own three- 
piece band, Sting took the audience on a tour through 
time. The concert opened with Sting performing Eng- 
lishman in New York, alongside principal clarinet Nat- 
alie Hoe. The crowd was soon chanting the chorus of 


4A Couldn't be there? 
You can watch part of Sting’s performance with the Florida Orchestra at tampabay.com 


Every Little Thing She Does Is Magic. He then settled in 
with a lush arrangement of Roxanne, featuring a cello 
solo. At the end, the audience stood for Every Breath You 


Take; then came a two-song encore. 


The 16-time Grammy winner paid the orches- 
tra a surprise visit at a rehearsal Friday at the Univer- 
sity of South Florida. He greeted musicians, sang a lit- 
tle and compared notes about scores with music direc- 
tor Michael Francis, a fellow Brit. Most of the concert’s 
material was arranged by Rob Mathes, who also played 


keyboards. 


Contact Andrew Meacham at ameacham@tampabay.com or 


(727) 892-2248. Follow @torch437. 


Find adventure 
in Alaska 

Enjoy breathtaking 
views and unique foods 
in the rugged 
Northwest. 1L 


Willing to leave 


Florida House Speaker Richard Corcoran’s leadership 
style is rubbing some GOP members the wrong way. 1B 


A win like no other 


On Dec.11, 1977, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers ended their 
streak of 26 consecutive losses. 1C 


TODAY’S WEATHER 
Chilly 
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